
ENVIRONMENT DESIGNATIONS
How are Shoreline Environment Designations assigned?

Urban Downtown
Occurs only in the City of Walla Walla
Purpose:  to provide for a variety of urban 
uses over and around the underground 
portion of Mill Creek without water-
oriented preferences or height limitations 
Criteria:  all shoreline areas approximately 
between Colville Street and Third Avenue

Rural Conservancy
Purpose:  to give priority to agricultural 
activities while accommodating low-
density residential uses
Criteria:  typically located within resource 
lands and large lot rural areas 

Rural Residential
Purpose:  to give priority to areas with 
predominantly small lot residential 
development in rural and agricultural 
areas
Criteria:  existing or planned residential 
development for parcels five acres or less 
in size

Natural
Purpose:  to protect those publicly owned 
shorelines that are relatively free of 
human influence
Criteria:  shoreline is ecologically intact 
and performs irreplaceable functions

Aquatic
Purpose:  to protect, restore, and manage 
the unique characteristics and resources 
of the areas waterward of the ordinary 
high-water mark
Criteria:  all areas waterward of the 
ordinary high water mark unless within 
the Mill Creek Flume 

Urban Conservancy
Purpose:  to protect and restore open 
space, floodplain and other sensitive lands 
in urban and developed settings, while 
allowing a variety of compatible uses
Criteria:  areas within developed areas 
which are compatible with maintaining 
or restoring functions, suitable for water-
oriented uses, or contain open space or 
floodplain.

Urban Residential
Purpose:  to accommodate existing 
development and guide planned urban 
residential development and accessory 
structures
Criteria:  areas that include existing or 
planned residential development within 
city limits and non-industrial UGAs

High Intensity
Purpose:  to provide for high-
intensity water-oriented commercial, 
transportation, and industrial uses
Criteria:  areas within urban growth areas 
and existing industrial or commercial 
areas which support or are planned for 
high-intensity uses related to commerce, 
transportation or navigation.

Mill Creek Flume
Purpose:  to accommodate a variety 
of uses in an intensively developed 
environment adjacent to Mill Creek’s flood 
control works by managing the flume to 
maximize flood control
Criteria:  all areas of the flume and flood 
control channel from the Rooks Park 
Spillway to Gose Street


